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                          discover the world of options open to you on finishing school or college and get tips on how to make the right decision for you.
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                          your next steps
                        

                        
                          
                            working out what you want to do after school, college or sixth form can be tricky – after all, it’s probably the first time you haven’t had a clear path laid out for you.
                          

                          
                            the key choice for 18 year olds is whether you want to: a) go to university straight from sixth form (maybe after a gap year), b) start an apprenticeship or school leaver programme, through which you gain a degree or other qualification while working, or c) apply for entry-level jobs that accept their qualifications without offering further study opportunities.
                          

                          
                            for 16 year olds, your options differ according to where in the uk you live, but most students choose between staying in education or taking an apprenticeship. on this page, we help you decide which is right for you.
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                                    if you choose to go to uni,
                                    
                                      register on targetjobs
                                    
                                    and come back regularly: the rest of this site is devoted to university students and graduates and we have lots of work experience opportunities, jobs and careers advice for throughout your time at university and even after graduation.
                                  

                                  
                                    if you are seeking an entry-level job or apprenticeship, many of the employers on targetjobs also offer them alongside graduate jobs and schemes – so
                                    
                                      browse our employers
                                    
                                    and click through to the websites of those that interest you.
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                                      be inspired
                                    

                                    
                                      what do i want to do?
                                    

                                  

                                  
                                    
                                      a few jobs require a university degree – such as being a doctor or a barrister – but many have ways in for both school leavers and graduates. if you are unsure what kind of job you’d like or which is the best way to get into it, check out our
                                      
                                        300+ job descriptions
                                      
                                      that explain what people do in different roles and the qualifications you need.
                                    

                                    
                                      or if you are wondering what careers you can do with different degree subjects, check out our
                                      
                                        ’what can i do with my degree?’
                                      
                                      series.
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                                      work and study
                                    

                                    
                                      what is an apprenticeship?
                                    

                                  

                                  
                                    
                                      apprenticeships and school leaver programmes involve being paid to work for an employer while gaining skills and qualifications. you’ll typically attend college or university either one day a week (day release) or for a week or more at a time (block release). apprenticeships must fit a particular framework of work, training and qualifications. in england, you can complete:
                                    

                                    	
                                        intermediate apprenticeships (level 2) – equivalent to gcses.advanced apprenticeships (level 3) − equal to a levels.
                                      
	
                                        higher apprenticeships (levels 4,5,6 and 7) – equivalent to a foundation degree or above.
                                      
	
                                        degree apprenticeships (levels 6 and 7) – result in a bachelors or masters degree.
                                      


                                    
                                      apprenticeship levels in wales and scotland have different names but still follow a similar structure. in scotland, students in s5 and s6 can also complete foundation apprenticeships while still at school.
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                                      key timings
                                    

                                    
                                      when to apply for apprenticeships
                                    

                                  

                                  
                                    
                                      different programmes have different opening and closing dates for applications, and you’ll need to apply individually for each opportunity that interests you.
                                    

                                    
                                      some companies operate annual recruitment processes, which means that they set deadlines any time between late october and early may and then you would start the following autumn. you are best to start looking from the start of year 13/s6.
                                    

                                    
                                      other employers advertise for school leavers as and when they need them and want them to start work straight away – in these cases, it’s best to wait to apply until you’ve almost finished school or college.
                                    

                                    
                                      a few organisations are happy to receive applications at any time of year – however, there may not be a position available to start immediately, so be prepared to wait.
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                                      the academic route
                                    

                                    
                                      going to uni
                                    

                                  

                                  
                                    
                                      starting at university, you can study a
                                      
                                        foundation degree
                                      
                                      , a
                                      
                                        higher national diploma
                                      
                                      , a bachelors degree, or, in subjects such as engineering, an integrated masters degree.
                                    

                                    
                                      if you are not sure what you want to study, think about what you enjoy doing or learning about. your favourite school subjects or any clubs you’re a part of are good places to start. if you’re still not sure, it’s best to keep your options open with a degree that is very transferable. for example, studying chemistry is applicable to a wider range of careers than studying forensic science – and you’ll likely be able to specialise later on.
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                                    once you know what course you want to study, you need to think about where you want to study. some specific courses are only offered at a couple of institutions, which will obviously narrow down your options. for more widely offered courses, looking at general university rankings and subject-specific rankings and attending university open days are good places to start.
                                  

                                  
                                    location is a big factor in choosing a university. think realistically how far you’ll be willing to travel, how much it will cost to live there, and whether you’d prefer a city university or a campus-based university. university isn’t just about study, either; take a look at the societies and clubs on offer at the university.
                                  

                                  
                                    make the most of your time as a student with our
                                    
                                      university life advice
                                    
                                    – it includes blogs from current students on how to have the best first year ever.
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                                      the right path
                                    

                                    
                                      uni or apprenticeship? how to decide
                                    

                                  

                                  
                                    
                                      when weighing up the traditional university route or apprenticeships, there are some key considerations. probably the most important is how certain you are about your career choice. apprentices are trained and qualified to do a specific role. you will need to ensure you are happy working in the role for the short term, even if you go on to change career paths afterwards.
                                    

                                    
                                      in contrast, many graduate jobs are open to all degree disciplines, giving you time to make up your mind about your career. you can also spend your time at university getting work experience to try out different industries.
                                    

                                    
                                      similarly, do you learn best by doing or in a more structured classroom environment? how comfortable would you feel working full time and then doing extra study on top?
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                                      personal finances
                                    

                                    
                                      money matters
                                    

                                  

                                  
                                    
                                      money is obviously a big consideration when deciding whether to go to uni in a traditional way or complete an apprenticeship. university graduates typically earn more in the longer term than apprentices without a degree, but in england and wales, students typically do have student debt (although you don’t start paying off your student loan until you earn a certain amount). apprentices will have their studies paid for and earn a salary.
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                                      try out different jobs
                                    

                                    
                                      year 12 work experience
                                    

                                  

                                  
                                    
                                      many large employers run specific work experience programmes for year 12 and year 13 students, giving you a taster of working life. these can be found with law firms, banks, accountancy firms and more. universities and employers may also run summer schools and similar programmes together, especially in areas such as science and technology. browse
                                      
                                        the employers on targetjobs
                                      
                                      ; if they run internships and first-year schemes, they are likely to run year 12 schemes too.
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                                          how do i get an apprenticeship?
                                        
                                      

                                      
                                        
                                          
                                            
                                              
                                            
                                          

                                        
                                      

                                    

                                  
                                  	
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                        
                                          most employers advertise apprenticeships on their websites and on
                                          
                                            the government’s apprenticeships sites
                                          
                                          . depending on the employer, you may need to fill in an application form and/or send in a cv. larger employers may ask you to sit an online assessment and then invite you to either an interview or something that’s known as an assessment centre (a group interview in which you work together with other candidates to complete tasks).
                                        

                                      
                                    

                                  


                                
                                  
                                
                              

                            
                          
                        

                        
                          
                            
                            
                            
                            
                              
                              
                              
                                
                                	
                                    


                                      
                                        
                                        
                                          how long is an apprenticeship?
                                        
                                      

                                      
                                        
                                          
                                            
                                              
                                            
                                          

                                        
                                      

                                    

                                  
                                  	
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                        
                                          the length of an apprenticeship varies upon the level of the apprenticeship and the employer. most higher and degree apprenticeships last between three and five years.
                                        

                                      
                                    

                                  


                                
                                  
                                
                              

                            
                          
                        

                        
                          
                            
                            
                            
                            
                              
                              
                              
                                
                                	
                                    


                                      
                                        
                                        
                                          can i go to uni without a levels?
                                        
                                      

                                      
                                        
                                          
                                            
                                              
                                            
                                          

                                        
                                      

                                    

                                  
                                  	
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                        
                                          yes, you can. universities accept equivalent qualifications to a levels, so vocational qualifications are generally accepted. if you don’t have these, they may ask you to complete an access to higher education course first. they may also enrol you first on a foundation degree or higher national diploma, with the option of going on to study at a bachelor degree level if your studies go well. check the entry requirements of the courses you are interested in.
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                            discover the world of options open to you on finishing school or college and get tips on how to make the right decision for you.
                          

                        
                        
                          
                            cvs, applications and tests
                          

                          
                            find the tools and tips you need to help you apply for graduate jobs or internships. we cover every aspect of the application process, from writing a cv to answering online application questions and sitting psychometric tests.
                          

                        
                        
                          
                            career ideas
                          

                          
                            find advice for figuring out your dream career, including what options are available to you after graduating and how to choose the right graduate role.
                          

                        
                        
                          
                            finding a job
                          

                          
                            finding a job isn’t always as easy as it sounds. here we help you to jump potential hurdles, giving essential advice for home and international students: from applying in tough economic times to getting a top graduate job with a 2.2.
                          

                        
                        
                          
                            internships
                          

                          
                            completing an internship allows you to sharpen your skills, improve your cv, prepare for the world of work and potentially land yourself a graduate job. discover what internships actually involve, how to apply for them and how to make the most of them.
                          

                        
                        
                          
                            interviews and assessment centres
                          

                          
                            you impressed on paper; now it’s time to show the employer in person that you’re the right hire. learn how to do this with our expert advice for answering interview questions, developing interview techniques and acing assessment centre exercises.
                          

                        
                        
                          
                            job descriptions
                          

                          
                            discover the qualifications, skills and experience you’ll need for more than 300 job roles and find one you’ll love.
                          

                        
                        
                          
                            job offers and working life
                          

                          
                            job offers, rejection emails and stepping into the working world with your first graduate job can pull you in a million directions. fortunately, we’ve curated advice on how to accept job offers, bounce back from rejection and make an impact in your first job.
                          

                        
                        
                          
                            skills for getting a job
                          

                          
                            discover the skills that major graduate employers seek and how you can demonstrate them on your application form, and at interviews and assessment centres.
                          

                        
                        
                          
                            university life
                          

                          
                            wanting to leave uni with a degree is a given. but what do you want from the other bits of student life? discover how to combine study, rest, work and play with our insights from students and graduates.
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